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in Syria during the previous summer had now com-
pleted their training, and were moving down to the
frontier. At the end of April, British Intelligence
placed the enemy's strength in Eastern Sinai or at
the advanced bases at 26,000 rifles, seven heavy,
thirty-seven field, and six anti-aircraft guns. The
German air squadron was a valuable asset. The
planes searched out the British positions, mapped,
and bombed them. Port Said suffered heavily from
their attack. Raid after raid upon that town was
made: many casualties occurred : and labour em-
ployed in the port grew timid. The German pilots
were very daring. One of their number flew success-
fully to Cairo, circling over the city, and dropping
bombs upon its inhabitants.

Meanwhile the British were busily engaged in
constructing a defensive line, with the right resting
lightly upon Qatiya, the centre on Romani, and the
left on the sea-coast at Mahamdiya. The troops
suffered much discomfort during this period of pre-
paration. The summer of 1916 was exceptionally hot
and damp, and any form of exertion was exhausting.
Potable water was short, and flies abundant. It would
be difficult to conceive conditions more likely to breed
epidemics. Yet there was little sickness among the
troops: striking testimony to the efficacy of military
sanitation and to the value of timely inoculation.
Early in May authentic information was received of
the appearance of cholera at El Arish. No human
procedure could prevent the infection travelling east-
ward : but measures were taken at once to give
immunity to the troops. Every officer and man
serving in the Canal Zone was inoculated within the
space of a few days. So successful was this preventive
treatment, that the epidemic, when it reached the
British position, did little harm. One or two deaths
occurred : the rest of the force escaped.
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